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CHORIONIC VILLUS SAMPLING. FETAL DIAGNOSIS OF GENETIC DISEASES IN THE FIRST
TRIMESTER. Edited by Bruno Brambati, Guiseppe Simoni, and Sergio Fabro. New
York, Marcel Dekker, Inc., 1986. 310 pp. $59.75.
Brambati, Simoni, and Fabro have provided us with an excellent discussion of the
many aspectsofchorionic villus sampling in this book. In addition to a thorough review
ofthe historical, technical, and practical elements oftheprocedure, attention has been
directed to the social and ethical issues surrounding this valuable and new means of
addressing the fetal patient. Bernadette Modell also contributes valuable comments
about the influence of political and religious attitudes upon the acceptance and
development ofprenatal services in various societies.
The chapter on thedevelopment oftheconcept is a well-written and useful reference
because it allows a better understanding of the various methods of chorionic villus
sampling, which are detailed in subsequent chapters. Large portions of this book are
devoted to discussions of the means by which fetal diagnoses are made, such as
karyotyping by direct and culture methods and biochemical and DNA analysis. The
text and illustrations have been carefully prepared to accompany explanations of the
underlying genetic principles.
In summary, the book provides an integrated, comprehensive, and up-to-date reivew
of first-trimester diagnosis and should prove a valuable reference for individuals
involved in the care ofthe fetus.
ANGELA SCIOSCIA
Department ofHuman Genetics
Yale University School ofMedicine
PATHOLOGY OF UNUSUAL MALIGNANT CUTANEOUS TUMORS. Edited by Mark R.
Wick. New York, Marcel Dekker, Inc., 1985. 419 pp. $69.75.
Uncommon malignancies of the skin pose a special problem for pathologists.
Discussed only slightly more frequently than they are seen, these tumors often require
special diagnostic techniques in order to be differentiated from common cutaneous
tumors. Pathology ofUnusual Malignant Cutaneous Tumors details the pathology of
specific adnexal carcinomas, sarcomas, lymphoid neoplasms, and other rare tumors of
the skin, providing a valuable resource to pathologists, dermatopathologists, and other
students ofcutaneous tumors.
The information that is presented in this volume is particularly useful for several
reasons. First, discussion ofthese unusual tumors is not limited to standard techniques
of pathologic evaluation. Each chapter not only presents pathologic characteristics of
the tumors under light microscopy, but also illustrates how techniques such as electron
microscopy, histochemistry, and immunohistochemical studies can be used in the
diagnosis. Second, pathologic descriptions are accompanied by numerous black-
and-white micrographs, and clinical descriptions are frequently supplemented with
photographs. Tables summarize relevant demographic and histologic features, and
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appendices outline appropriate laboratory techniques. Third, this volume incorporates
discussions of unusual cutaneous tumors into one well-written monograph. Pathology
ofUnusual Malignant Cutaneous Tumors is an important reference textbook; tumors
that are generally not discussed in a systematic fashion are presented clearly in this one
source.
The eight chapters in this book cover sweat gland and pilar carcinomas, sebaceous
carcinoma of the oculocutaneous adnexa and extraocular skin, neuroendocrine carci-
nomas, vascular sarcomas, nonvascular sarcomas, unusual variants of cutaneous
malignant melanomas, lymphoid neoplasms, and malignant tumors metastatic to the
skin. Each of these topics, although presented by different authors, is thoroughly
discussed. The contributing authors have carefully included pathologic descriptions,
standard and ancillary diagnostic techniques, and summary recommendations for
diagnosis and treatment in all chapters.
The monograph is not entirely consistent in its format of presentation for each
chapter, but this heterogeneity does not greatly detract from the overall value of the
information. The writing styles of the contributing authors are compatible, and the
editor has ensured that the chapters' contents are complementary.
Pathology ofUnusual Malignant Cutaneous Tumors is a clearly written, concise
reference that will be very useful to anyone interested in better understanding the
pathology ofcutaneous neoplasms.
STEPHEN GRUBER
Graduate Student
Department ofEpidemiology andPublic Health
Yale University SchoolofMedicine
KIDNEY TRANSPLANT REJECTION: DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT. Edited by G. Melville
Williams, James F. Burdick, and Kim Solez. New York, Marcel Dekker, Inc., 1986.
506 pp. $79.75.
Written by 41 distinguished international authorities, this volume summarizes our
present understanding of the biology, diagnosis, and treatment of kidney transplant
rejection. The book serves as a superb reference for nephrologists, transplant surgeons,
and even general practitioners with an interest in nephrology.
Thevolume is essentially divided intothree sections. In the first, on the biology ofthe
allograft response, a variety of topics related to humoral and cell-mediated immunity
are discussed. It has been known for some time that antibodies, cytotoxic, helper, and
suppressor T cells are all involved in rejection. In addition to the discussion of these
general aspects ofgraft rejection, this section includes some more technical issues such
as immunologic enhancement, anti-idiotypic responses, allograft potentiation, and
interleukins, and the regulatory role ofall these factors in allograft rejection.
A discussion of the diagnosis of rejection is the main theme of the second section.
Supplemented with numerous electron and photomicrographs, including seven color
plates, a balanced analysis of the pathology of renal allograft rejection (hyperacute,
acute, and chronic) is provided. The section concludes with a discussion of the
importance ofcytomegalovirus infection in renal transplantation.
The hope of physicians involved in transplantation for an agent that would reduce
the likelihood of allograft rejection has been realized by the introduction of cyclo-